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The Sigmund Freud Lecture Series #3 
held in conjunction with the Sydney Jewish Museum

Sigmund Freud is arguably the most famous Jew of the 
20th century, and yet his life as a Jew is deeply paradoxi-
cal. 

Although his ideas and thinking are regarded as quintis-
sentially Jewish, Freud referred to himself as ‘a godless 
Jew’. And while he never denied his roots, he never actu-
ally participated in Jewish activities or ritual.

Kaplan’s talk explores the paradox of Freud; his Jewish ori-
gins; his Jewish contempories; Jewish life in fin-de-siècle 
Vienna; empire and nationalism - the end of security; and 
finally psychoanalysis, the ‘Jewish Science’.

The talk accompanies the exhibition ‘Sigmund Freud: An Archaeol-
ogy of the Mind’ which can be viewed on the night

Dr Robert M Kaplan is a 
writer, historian and foren-
sic psychiatrist. 

He has written on Dr 
Theodore Morell, Hitler’s 
physician; Dr Harold Ship-
man, the GP serial killer; 
Dr Radovan Karadzic, 
the psychiatrist who ran 
the Bosnian genocide; 
Fraulein Anna O - the first 
person treated by psy-
choanalytic methods; and 
Jack the Ripper.

Dr Kaplan is in forensic 
psychiatry practice in 
Sydney and Wollongong.

Freud’s ashes now rest 
in a South Italian krater 
at Golders Green cre-
matorium in London


