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Sigmund Freud is arguably the most famous Jew of the
20th century, and yet his life as a Jew is deeply paradoxi-
cal.

Although his ideas and thinking are regarded as quintis-
sentially Jewish, Freud referred to himself as ‘a godless
Jew’. And while he never denied his roots, he never actu-
ally participated in Jewish activities or ritual.

Kaplan’s talk explores the paradox of Freud; his Jewish ori-
gins; his Jewish contempories; Jewish life in fin-de-siecle
Vienna; empire and nationalism - the end of security; and
finally psychoanalysis, the ‘Jewish Science’.

The talk accompanies the exhibition ‘Sigmund Freud: An Archaeol-
ogy of the Mind’ which can be viewed on the night



